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The difficult ehoreography performed by Masashl Action Machine, seen hare In Ninja Hameo,
requires strength and synchrony, All the jaez dancers are also skilled gymmasts.

‘While being grateful for taking part in
this dance field, | will swear o

create dance-art that is memorialized
in the heart museum of the audience.

—Kumike Sakamoto

“We've become greal [Mends over the vears,” suvs Frank Hatche

who meroduced the company 1o s VOP sivle of jase dance abou

Iwelve vears g Chorcographer Sakmoto wnd Mishico made the jump
her. Studymg wt the Broadway Dance Center in
Mew York, they guickly absorbed Amiertcan jiaes sivles and adoped
hese aspects that might fuse with thete compsiny’s Japanese teuditions

T s dance loee

aned Jook. They would come and take my classes for about len davs,

. . . n i then perform with us and us with them—Iike o culwral exchange.”
HESE ARE no crouching tigers. hidden dragens. It's Muasashi £

Mle=hire | his company of lea dancers. who are known co
tively as the Masashl Action Machine. Founded m Nagova, Tapan. 10
1983 by Mishiro amd Artistic Director Kumiko Sakamoto, in oo whirl-
wind Four vears the troupe bad been awarded the Japan Cop
s Bureaw o Colire.
In £996) they appeared ul the CHymipics i Seoul, Karea, Funbier awarnds
followed in 1992; bath the All-Japan L Bance Competition: grand

rementhers Hatchete. =1 sent people over dunng the year 1o each them

lee- i .. > i
furrther i awy sty e, Thea Drecommensed thems i Gas Ter the Con

i a sense. Hatcheo the Amer
al this pire company.

e Citorduno are

o panre s

Tt by founderdirector Gus Choadano ol u Fae Dy
Wil Cong

Hifims. ey have performed st every one sinee. Sakamolo co-presented the

matiomal Colinre Festival sponsared by the countr

sedthe s Congress o D990 s o mumed ) in Evanston,

Conwress in Nagovi i Augustol 1995 an the campus of Cliukye Universay

prix amd irse prize an the Nagova City An Pestival.
M

IThes red ane of the best groups 1o have ol the Congress,
Ciinrcdano e xplaing., “That s why they 've invited back every time, Then
iensely entertammy. bat more than that, their ereganiza

1 Mishiro 1= a discreet and intensely private person. Bt as &

voungster he eapericnoed the celebrity th
and achicvemeni, He was a prize-winning gymnasl. medalling at West
Crermany's World Guemnastics Festival in 1979 and be held titles m
thythmae spors 2
Student Championships, He is o graduate of the prest

goes oz with special tlent

wiork is

T, thens con mient, and then '__'!-.l'\.il.?'l.lﬁ'i:.'\“ make them g JOY 10

work witly, O g personal gote. encountering Kamiko and Muasasihn

@ity Tor three successive v i the Al-Tapan !
A I and their dancerssince the first Congress in 1990, and vis

rioaes [hakivo

v 199350 has helped erase Tor me the segative feeling abou

Lipanny thiat had Been my begacy s o veteran of Waorld War 117
Prancers for the company are chosen by open sudition, They are

selected

minestics deacher, and
L o studio, Duncepro Ld,, aml associated company, Masashi

Limiversity. enjoys o reputation as a dunce and

TN 1
Miskibro Jaze Dance, in Magoyva, His most spparent passion is his Porche

tonly Tortheir skills i ayonnastios and jiee dunce, bul espe-

automobile. and he ts e member of the exclusive Porsche clob ol Fapan

CRIEY Ty

aml the performess are expected to grow and forn s unit within the studie

“Pructice every dav." says 5

: ; i persanality and chiracter, The maining isestremely rigonoss
Farrniko Sabamono is ioamedern Japanese wornin, well eduested i o b

private Tagh schooks wd university, with Dawless manners and ¢harm ¥ .
] i S f abmmiodo by oway ol o transtator, and

and w classical traditionul background as o well: She 1w marmed teoa very . ;
s iy miesl American dancers., |

prelice mhsy corme alftera din

of, With the choercog

successlul Japanese business executive. and bas one deoghier: their pet

e, fitingly, is mmed Tango, 5

af clisses ar olher acgups
there i5 litile room lor error,

Ihe Masashi Actions Machine is compesed of bath g and women
but exeept for Mishira, who is plain

aphed risk inherent

metoe s e gald in the Leo™s
i their Prograr

Choreosraphy Competition at the 2000 fare Dance World Congress in
BulTale. New York, wath her choveography Jogen Moving Men,

Iy the st dameers are genderless
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BANGE Mafiazing PHOTOS BY WAKO, COURTESY MASASHL ACTEON SMACHTN]



whe i vemes o he sy nchrosos chaoreography o breathiaking tombly

FLUTS. P, and lifs. AMen cosmmmed alike, alb arg expected 10 pe

fisrrn it the swme level of strength and difficoly. This is clearly o

(LT RY ol imoderm .|:|;1us1_ whose memmbers wee seen olf=laee most

eften n matching workoul slacks and jackets or in comemparary

everting wear Sakameto wears a traditional kimono when she
Iring English, o gift rem heecily o is pre-
fecture, Archy, o the host compa

presents: ingharmingly b

working arbsic directorichoreozrap

Fhie Wachine™s enthusiastic recepion outside Jpan encours
perlomminces in Singapore in 194 Hawaii in F99%, and Guam in
FOUT, Then i 2000, (e company toured Eorepe lor sis weeks,
Ausiri,

ter, art, and

el

ing Switeerkind, Gernuamy, France. the Netherlands

givnt, “The company, their chari

Lusembourg. and Be
traghinien, was extremely well recetved by the Eoropean sudicnces m
the =iy different coumoes.” sad Andreas Pleiler, project manazer [or

'li'."ll'l.lll:n. s khonrertdirekivon |..|Ill|gl':|l Picifer :|||':|,l'|-§|.'-:| Masashi
Sotten Mchie s 2000 and 2000 European Lours,

“Working with Kamikossan snd Masazhi-san = g wonderful expe-
rence,” he explaned, "Yow don't hive fo speak Japanese, but you
<hould [learm o] “understand” hypanese and Tapan and not compare
with the Umited States or China or Europe. Al people tmvolved, espe-

chiadly the creative eam, are great and some are preuy naatis, Jur
gner Haruhihe Watsnabe, Also, all the per-

s dancers, are wonderful people and arlists.”

cxample whing desi

I"l'“l“‘;

Masashi s signatuee piece. N Hanze, with choreograply by
Mishiro wnd Sukamoto, shows "black-costumed seécret agenis with
hrilleant brains and superhumun physical strength and agility whi
rhigsesd o great part in the histery of Japan.” according 1o the progrom

nades, D d meore dromic vein, thecompany makes humorous charac
lertgtions ol the Japanese Businessman, They are “saldicrs al
o=ty wh have buall the economy during the last 0y years and
v dlrink '1|l__'|.'l|1q'l'_ I-;'l'!ing hartle stories

“Bunee expression trwhich strepgthened body and high fechnigques
e developed,” savs Sakamoto, <15 a reflection of the choreographer’s

el ond Tl aedienge s souls through the dancers” emations,”
Though defined s a Japanese jaze dance company working witl

m

cimlemparary musie. the perlormumes show style and themes that are
dreeply roated m Asian traditions, Their greal Dexability and gyvomastic
shills wre closely akin o whan Wesiern audiences have seen witl
perlormances of the Peking Acrobats and Mongolian circuses or

cymiasts, bul ey are afso as specifically Fapanese as the Noboand
|

ik rmciteens, T ler book Wedtteiten o Maverrent, Asian danoe
seholar Sun Ock Lee describes Bipanese Noh theater ds being rooted in
- Buddhnst e et covstallieed in the lounteenth and filteenth cen-
I il contimges o thes day, She defines four leve s of consciousness
il have beendentitiod as ocour ng in |3l\'I'|'|:-|'|'|'|:|rlu,'1‘.1_ll':\:|.‘:-|| the '.|||'|f1|','
= performers” umny of

wel powerlul stige presence that comes from
it el oy selfacareness and abiliny o discriminate beiween good

il bads an aligmmient of conscions and suboonseiousness forces

allors the performer spomineily: and i transcendent level where at
o point the perlormer Wwockes on “suchness™ or the Buddha-natore.
While the dancers of the Musashi Action Machine may indeed be

the Mob fineage—their themes often project mystery i nant

L o

sparibhite ey eschew the soapliste. slow and debeate movement

stvle in Brvor of big-stge wow entertaiment. Theie grand Hnales
invariably bring Ldpplanding and shouting

e arleshie dhrector Man Coordano: swys, “They ane a

i iencey o the

e g

pleasure feesperience on and oD the slage,”
Wil perlonmmess of reraply se

rgoe Waorld Congress 2000, Masasin Avtion Machine expects o ke

e Roriiig TTonedler an Ly

Slexivo by <orm ]
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